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MISERABLE EFFECTS © 


e at RICHES 
By any Un. AwTUE or UnszeMLy Methods; 
| EXEMPLIFIED 


In the melancholy and remarkable Inſtance 


of Anxiety and Diſtreſs; at this Time la- 
boured under by ſome Perſons who once- 
ſeemed by Nature formed for, and might 


have otherwiſe enjoyed, every 3 | 


this Earth affords. 


WIT A 


A Word of Advice to the intereſtin ing Parties, in 
Relation to their future Co 


In Three LETTERS, 


Taken from the GENERAL Eveninc Posr of 
Oftober 3, 31, and Nevember 1a, 1747. 
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ed Loch 
At lows! Ebb of Fortune when 
Contented, then how happy was the $519 / 
But Oh! the Curſe of aiming to be great ! 
Dazled with Hope tue cannot ſee the Cheat. 
When wild Ambition in the Heart we find, 
Farewell Content and Quiet of the ind - 
141 glittering Clouds wi leave the ſolid Shore, 


wonted Happineſt returns no more. 
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Word of ADVICE ny the): 
INTERESTING PARTIES. yg 


TER HE ollowing kabel o owe their 
Rciſe to a complicated Scene of 
Art and Treachery which has 
been tranſacted, and lately diſ- 
WD | covered, 1n Families of ſome 
DiſtinQtion in this Kingdom; being an E 
vent very ſingular and remarkable in its Na- 
ture, attended with many unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, and no Way unworthy the Concern 
and Attention of the Publick ; as the Story 
is founded on Truth, and unartfully related 
in Letters which paſſed between the inter- 
eſted Parties — TO whom however: for 
the future, we cannot help recommending 
Silence, as the better and ſurer Method of 
aptaining the ſmall Share of Repoſe and 
"Tranquility of Mind that can be allotted to 
Perſon under ſuch Circumſtances; Their 


preſent. 


To the READER. 


preſent Proceedings tend = to vate 
5 Affair, irritate them 23 1 
and perhaps lay the Foundation of all ar more 
direful Events. | 
| Mr. L-"$ Aﬀetions for Mis $— are 
doubtleſs very great, his Intentions may be 
to redreſs her Injuries, and to eſpouſe the 
Cauſe of an injured Woman is certainly a 
very laudable Undertaking; but whether 
his Attempts thereto may not. occafion the 
laying open ſome Failings of a tender Nature, 
and be attended with very many ill Conſe- 
quences, ought to be timely conſidered. 
And as to Mr. C. —, his Anguiſh of 
Mind (which muſt be very great, if a Man 
of the Reflection) cannot fail of being 
heightened by the oy of ſuch Things 
as may ſtill more 2 Parties injured, 
and therefore much fitter to remain in Obli- 
vion. Rather let them van 0 RS 
ing Reſolve. 


Ab! to hat Purpoſe ſhould 1 pal 
No! Foils ee 
Be Zens the Grow | 3 
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FROM THE | 
GENERAL Evzvixe Posr, 
ot alle 3. 1747. 


g * "Til a young Gentleman 
of ſome Fortune in the Weſt of 
this Kingdom, having ſettled his 
AﬀeRians on a young Lady, 
| (whoſe Name is 8) and meet- 
; ing with a mutual Return, could 
2 not be ealy ul Hy men had-tied the endearing 


Knot, and the Church hd made them each 
other's. But for fear of diſobliging a rich Ro- 

* lation, on whom be had great 
che Affair was managed with all the Privacy 
* imaginable, and ſo remained a Secret to every 
Bady but the Parties concerned. After a con- 
, kiderable Time ſpent in the Enjoyment of the 
a ener A ——_— * e by rm 
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Joys, a Lady of a large Fortune unluckily fall. 
ing in their Company, and thinking Mr. C 
ſingle. and diſengaged, ſeem'd to give him 


ſome Encouragement to believe ſhe would not 
be averſe to unite: her Deſtiny to his. , 
flattered with the Hopes of ſo advantageous a 
Match, mention'd the Affair to his Wife, and 


repreſenting” the Affluence in which they might 
live by the Help of his ſecond Marriage, ſhe 
came readily into his baſe De and conſent- 
ed to his betraying the innocent Virgin into an 
Engagement which they knew muſt be inyalid 
both before Ged and Man. To compleat the 
Treachery, Miſs S— (for fo I ſhall ſtill call 
her) having inſinuated herſelf into the new Mrs, 
C Friendſhip, was invited to live with 
her as a Friend and Companion, and had there- 
by an Opportunity of ſharing in her Huſband, 
and all the other Advantages he had flattered 
her with from a Compliance and Acceſſion to 
his Bigamy. Thus they lived undiſcovered long 
enough to ſuffer two harmleſs Babes, . which 
— had by his ſecond Wife, to be one 


Day Sharers of the undeſerved Shame and 


Diſgrace, which Time and the Diſcovery would 
inevitably caſt on the innocent Adultreſs their 
Mother. This Event was near at Hand. Mr. 
L—, a Gentleman of a conſiderable Eſtate, as 


buch deceived in Miſs $—' Situation as the ſe- 
"cond Lady had been in Mr. C—'s, and be- 


lieving her at her own Diſpoſal, made his Ad- 


dreſſes and expreſſed the moſt honourable Inten- 


tions towards her, which ſhe countenancing, 


the Match was ſo far advanced as to be come 
to a Contract and Settlement and other previ- 
ous Diſpoſitions, when the jealous C—., fired 


with the Thoughts of loſing one of his Wives, 
. n © reſolved 


* 


3 OY 

En 
© reſolved to go any Lengths rather than ſuffer 
them to proceed on that Footing, Accord» 
© ingly he infinuated in Mr. L—Suſpicions inju- 
* rious to the Honour of his intended'Spouſe, and 
upon his attempting to vindicate her character 
and challenging C— Sword in Hand to make 
good his ſcandalous Reflections, he had the 
Impudence to boaſt to him of the Favours he 
« himſelf had received-from the Lady, but with: 
* out mentioning a Word of his Marriage. L--, 
big with the ſtinging Secret, :qonld not help up- 
* braiding. Miſs S. with what he had heard; 
upon which, loſing all Patience at Cs unpa- 5 
rallell'd Audaciouſmeß, ſhe publiſſied their near 
Relation to one another, and the whole Secret 5 
* of their prior Engagement. The Surprize and 3 
Aſtoniſument of the deluded Mrs. C. — at. the ; 
News can be ſooner [imagined than eſſed. 
The Shame attending her melancholy Circum- 
© ſtances, the moſt violent conjugal Love ſhe 
* bore to a Betrayer, whom ſhe can no; longer 
call Huſband, and the ctuel Reflections of ha- 
ving ſo Jong cheriſhed in her Boſom one that 
was not only her Rival but an Acceſſary to her 
* Undoing, together with a Mother's Tender- 
* neſs for the dear Fruits of ſo unhappy a Match, 
* which; tho? born in Wedlock, are expoſed to 
the undeſerved Infamy of a ſpurious Hue, al- 
© moſt diſtract her. How far the Laws, or the 
* higheſt Authority in the Land, can redreſs her, ; 
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or provide for the innoced Babes (who are not 
„entitled to the Reverſion df her Eſtate) I can- 
not teil but ſure ſo much Diſtreſs and uncom- 
mon Affliction deſerves. the Pity Concern 
der all that have the leaſt Share of Humanity, 
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To ra . 29 . rn 
1 Bear een, W--ſh-c. 


1s 7 3 8 5 

T R oft My = 10d * . 

T rp Req a Month of fix Weeks you 

| Todt at fam me in the 3 your 
Anſwer treated this Meffage as a Threat only, not 
deſigted to e put in Execution, at the fame 
Tim declaring your Intention of addreſſing him 
in 3 tk Manner, unleſs he deſired the 
cont There was no Time for your Addreſs 
— y nate I bonfeß, yet there — 
ime implied by this Exprefſion of yoursz' * My 
Letter is in e Hands of à ſerret and honeſt 
< Printer, neither can n in zeſa Time 
* than a Focttighit, nor ſhall it ever bepdbliſhe) if 
* you de fire the contrary. Mr. $—-, ſo fur from 
your Silence, carneſtly recueſted you to 
put your Threat in Exerution. Several Weeks 
have dance palied 3- why have you not publiſhed? 
2 ſorprize: our Friends, _—_ you _ 

en every rtunity of f 

each other in . — kr — yy 
not this be a reaſonable Queſtion for any one to 
alk, Mr. C-—- and Mr. Lee art very little ac. 
quainted with, und have ſeldom ſeen each other, 
what can can polfibly make them ſuch bitter Ene 
mies? One or both muſt be notoriouſiy blamea- 
ble. In my on Broaſt I know myſelf innocent, 
but to the World perhaps I am not ſo perfectlj 
clear that I may be as amply fo to all as I am 
to myſelf, is the hole Purport of this Letter to 
you, in which I ſhall introduce other Matters as 
ſparingly as poſſible ; never, unleſs they are ſo 
| | — 


7 


elſe the Publick will be as muc 


1 91 
connected with my own that I am forced to men- 
tion them. I muſt den maker 8 
Mr. $—--s Family, and to 1520 
have frequent Occaſion to of 1 younger 
| pk and your much too near Relation; I de- 
re you will both permit me to uſe that Name 
is moſt generally —— A in the World, 
confounded as 
5 Family, and as frequently at a Loſs to 
w which Wife I am Tpeaking of. 
My Acquaintance with you began about the 
Year 1737, at which Time I viſited your Grand- 


mother, intending Propoſals of Marriage to Miſs 


A. My Deſgn was publick, the | Lady, her 


mo png a and yourſelf all knew it. I ſoon 
od, by her uncommon ShyneG, that my Pro- 
poſals would be rejected, yet continued my Vi- 
Ges, till your: 9 by direct Rudenefs 
obliged me to deſiſt; I then concluded you both 
engaged, and with the Conſent of Friends, but 
determined to lire ſingle 'till yaur. Fortune by 
your Father's Death was SR. The firſt 
Part af my Suſpicion was true, you were then 
engaged; the latter falſe, it was not by Conſent 3 
and how to make any reaſonable Excuſe for your 
Me. 8, te Bebaviour is out of my Power. - 


S—-, the Father, was very anxious for his 

ghter Betty's . and frequently wrote 
to his Mother C-—, earneſtly deſiring her to 
take peculiar Cate of that Daughter whom. he 
had left entirely to her Management. What 
wonld a Father have thought a reaſonable Ex- 
cuſe for her Behaviour in this Caſe? In 
Point of Intereſt I-was much ber ſuperior; if an 
Equality of Merit ht requiſite, it would 
hardly have been found in any Man; the latter, 


Farents en par wage. the former too of- 
ten: 


[ 10 J 
ten: This could be no Objection. At that Time 
lIlenyied your Happineſs indeed, but no more at- 
tempted to diſturb it; I wiſhed you had choſe any 
other Woman, yet wiſhed you happy with her: 
It was the Fault of neither that we loved the 
fame. Here you interfered with my Happineſs, _- 
yet J perſecuted you not. I might by an Appli- 
cation to the Father perhaps have ſucceeded; -I 
did not apply, becauſe I ſhould in the ſame Situ- 
ation have thought it ungenerous in you. Thus 
far, Sir, you appeared to me an honeſt Man: 
Tilt this Time ever ſpoke of you as a Man of 
whoſe Underſtanding and Integrity I had the 
higheſt Opinion. The Intimacy between Miss 
$—-.- and the Female Part of my own Family 
ſtill ſubſiſted. About a Tear before your leaving 
Siabury, I came to my Mother, Who was then 
on a Viſit to Mrs. C7, during this Viſit my 
Behaviour to Miſs S—--, was as to your be- 
throthed Wife. In 1740, you all went to 
PA y; now I began to ſuſpect your Honeſty, 
hearing you paid your Addreſſes to other Wo- 
men, which 1 ſtrongly believed you could not 
conſiſtent with Honour do; my Love ſtill re- 
main d. Theſe Reports made me doubt your 
Engagement, and determined me to renew my 
Addreſſes when Opportunity offered. In 1542, 
this Opportunity preſented itſelf; Miſs S 
coming to Town [ i; her à Viſit immediately, 
and a fortunate Viſit it has fince very luckily 
tarn'd out; I found her reſerved as uſual, and on 
r ſoon after arriving in Town knewethe Rea- 
ſon. I yet believed you a juſt Man, excepting 
our frequent Courtſhips of other Women; your 
ö —— were now made more ſolemn, to 
uſe your own Expreſſion. The moſt ſaered 
and ſolemn that People can enter into?. pm 
6 21 after 


Lu ] 

after this I heard of any Propoſals you offered or. 
received, I entirely diſbelieved — your Mar- 
riage with Miſs / indeed aſtoniſhed me: 
It had never happened had I known of the Court - 
ſhip. In my Opinion, I cenſured you deeply for 
this, yet never abuſed you; you cannot ſay. this 
of me, your fooliſh and ridiculous, Stories of me 
to Lord D—-- would contradict you; I will nei- 
ther call you a Knave for telling, nor him a Fool 
for believing, theſe Stories; but ſuch idle Lies 
were no more Proofs of your Honeſty, than Cre- 
dulity of his Wiſdom. Mr. G——, your Friend 
and Neighbour, pro a Match to you, yet 
(more cautious than Mrs. V. „or ber Friends, 

though ĩt was not a Daughter he propoſed) ſtrictly 
enquired . whether you were not under Engage- 
ments to your Couſin S——, whoſe: ill Health he 
feared proceeded from your Behaviour. You af- 
| ſured him ſolemnly there was no Engagement be- 
tween you, but that her ill Health proceeded 
from a Diſappointment. ſhe met with in Shrop- 
ſoire, from a young Fellow who had ſtrongly en- 
gaged her Affections, but the Match being dif- 
liked by your Grandmother and yourſelf, ſhe ne- 
ver got over it. Here you began your Attack 
upon me. From this Time I have ever defended 
myſelf, yet did not begin the offending, Part; 
1 ſhould never have complained of any Injury of- 
fer'd me in your Engagements with Miſs S——; 
had you behaved honeſtly, I could not haye Uk 
it with Juſtice ; but as you have acted, you have 
even in that injured me deeply, like the ſurly Dog 
in the Manger; you know the Fable. The ſame 
Lear Mrs. C and Miſs S——- returned , to 


Sidbury, I came to live at Coton; I wanted much 
to pay the latter a Viſit, but choſe it ſhould be 
an accidental one. In July.1745, returning from 

T : Leiceſter- 


[we 
Liieifterſhire, J overtook her going to her Grand- 
mother, then in great Danger by a Stroke of the 
Palſy. Coming home, I ſent to enquire after 
Mrs. C-—s Health, but paid no Viſit, 'till F. 
bruary following I came by your own A ppoint- 
ment on \Bufineſsz it was a very indifferent Af- 
ternoon, and on Miſs S“ Invitation, directly 
contrary to your hoſpitable Command, I ſtaid all 
| Night, deſigning to leave you in the Morning, 
| but the Badneſs of the Weather, agreeable to my 
| own Inclination, kept me two or three Days, in 
which Time you left the Country; your Behavi- 
our was moroſe and ſurly, ſuch was natural to 
you, therefore it ſurpriaed me not. The Re- 
| newal of my Acquaintance with Mifs $——, re- 
new*d my Affection; this you ſaw and afterwards 
wrote about to her. You were abſent from Sid- 
_ near ſix Months, in which Time the Inti- 
macy between our Families increaſed much. I 
never thought of Marriage as a Contract of In- 
tereſt, but Love, therefore diſregarded the Small- 
neſs of Miſs $8——s Fortune, and determined to 
engage her, yet not ſoon, *till from herſelf I 
heard the Particulars of your Behaviour. About 
the Month of April ſhe was ſeized with the Mea- 
les, and really lay in great Danger. My ex- 
*rream Anxiety would permit me no longer to 
conceal my Affection; all ſaw it plainly. I told 
her my Defign, the ſeem'd greatly concern'd, 
and ſpoke with much good Nature of my con- 
ſtant Attachment ſo -many Years, but added, 
Mr. C—— is a moſt egregious Villain, he has 
abuſed me -monſtrouſly z I am infinitely obliged 
to you, but it is not in my Power ants pal brine 
that Villain lives. You have a Heart not ca 
ble of Love, elſe I would aſk what your own 


| haviewr would have been on ſuch a Menger, 
his 


- 
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"tf as Ft We 
This is a publick Letter; I appeal to the Breaſt 
of every honeſt Man, let ſuch condemn or acquit - 
me. Thus, Sir, I acted; I adviſed her as ſoon 
as ſhe recovered to correſpond with you, and kee 
all your Letters, which at a proper Seaſon would 
be of great Service to her, and to make you ſuſ- 
all but an abſolute Declaration that ſhe 
had a Regard for me. In Jah, before her 
Health was quite eſtabliſhed, you came to Siabu- 
7; you charged her with receiving my Ad- 
dreſſes, which ſhe faintly denied. Diſſatisfy' d, 
you endeavoured to break our Acquaintance, by 
irritating Mr. — againſt me, not by trifling 
Circumſtances, but villainous Defamation, repre- 
ſenting me as inhuman and diſhoneſt; Folly you 
had a Right to charge me with; I paſs it over. 
You knew Mr. $ was a rigid Whig, bitter- 
ly averſe to thoſe. Principles favoured by the O 
polition z you  expreſly told him I was a Jaco- 
bite, a Title you were ſure would make me odi- 
ous in his Eyes. I have taken no Pains to prove 
that any thing you have ſaid is a Lye; my Ac- 
tions ſpeak ſtronger than Words. You both 
came over to, Coton, with a-Deſign of roaſting, I 
will not ſay affronting me, though your Behavi- 
- our at that time would juſtify the Word. Din- 
ner over and a Health or two gone round, you, 
without being called upon, dtank the King, fo 
did I; you immediately propofed the Duke, I 
drank the ſame; you acted prudently, knowing 
I could not reſent this, if 1 had deſired it; I did 
not, I fav your - Deſign and laugb'd at you. 
The Topick then was the Duty of Marriage, in. 
troduced by me on Purpoſe, which you ended 
with an ill-udged, and (to yourſelf) ſevere Ridi- 
cule on our Eine, for not performing that 
Duty, which you. faid by better executed by St. 


aul, 
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Paul, who, though not married, yet kept Mi- 
ſtreſſes, Could Your Spleen keep no Bounds ? I 
ſpoke not Evil of your King, yet you reviled 
my God. On your return Home you gave Mi 
S$—— expreſs Orders to go over to my Houſe 
and directly tell me ſhe meant not to be my 
Wife, for that you intended parting with Mits 
N. —, and publickly owning the Injuries you 
had done her, which was all the Reparation you 
now could make. She came; I told her your 
Behaviour, and cautioned her much againſt you; 
I never ſaw a Woman more afflicted; all ſhe ſaid 
to me was this; Mr. Lee, when ill, I told you 
Mr. C-—— had abuſed me villainouſly, and that 
I could not marry till his Death; what the Parti- 
& culars of his IIl-Uſage are I cannot tell you; he 
has promiſed within a Month to own all pub- 
lickly, and intends leaving the Country ſoon, in 
order to finiſh his Affairs at P--k--y * Excuſe my 
being ſecret; if within that Time he performs 
not his Promiſe, I will myſelf diſcloſe the Whole. 
After this, till the Expiration of the Time, 1 

enquired no farther, hile you ſtaid ſhe came 

over frequently; once particularly in great Di- 
ſtreſs, I was very uneaſy and aſk'd the Cauſe; 

ſhe was frighted leaſt on any Occaſion you and I 
ſhould meet. Why do you fear that? Becauſe 
Mr. C ſwore to me that he would ſeek all 
Occaſions of quarrelling with you; I calm'd her 
Uneaſineſs-by an Aſſurance that nothing of that 
Sort ſhould happen, but by direct Compulſion 
from you. You have frequently faid the Kue to 
Mr. S; you wanted only a favourable Op- 
portunity of quarrelling with Lee, for you hated 
him; you faid you knew him to be a timorous 
Man, Was this a Threat only, or did you re- 
ally intend to execute it upon this timorous _ 
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If you did, Why have you omitted it? Were 


Opportunities wanting? If ſo, I'will remedy that 
Inconvenience; do Miſs & 1 uſtice, then call 
me to Me Account, and I will anſwer you 
in any Method as deſperate as your Revenge ca 

. propoſe. In 7uly you left the Country; A 
following Mr. S— paid you a Viſit, . you took 
him from Sidbury leaſt his Siſter in her Diſtreſs 
might complain to him, She was now almo 
conſtantly with my Siſters, yet till the Time ex- 
pired I made no Enquiry; then ſhe told me 
Particulars of your Behaviour. I was aſtoniſhe 
indeed, By my Advice the continued her Cor. 
reſpandence with you, under Pretence of liſtening 
to my Addreſſes, and by that Means gained hots 
Letters which will at a proper Seaſon ſtand her 
in great Stead. Till this Time, Sir, I neyer 
publickly ſpoke ill of you, ſince have ever done 
it; that your Character is bad blame. ypurſelf, 


not me, Who but repreſent Things as My are. 
me. 


In your Letters to Miſs S—-, you abuſe me 

Theſe are your own Cenſures, becauſe I came not 
to Sidþury while you ſtaid: His Generoſity has 
* been at Sidþury ſince. I went, by Way of gene- 
* roully telling the World tis only me keeps him 
* away,” In another Flace, © Good God, | how 
* thy Judgment is perverted, to think that in 
one Man Generolity, Which was abſolutely the 
' nit ungenerous Rehayiqur poſſible, and occa- 
* ſioned. through Fear and, Cowardice; and what 
in me was the utmoſt Generolity and Heroiſm, 
* Baſeneſs, Fc. —— If I did behave fooliſhly 
* at Colon, that could only affect the People 
there, of whoſe good Opinion I dare fay you 
think yourſelf certain. My Behaviour was no- 
* thing more than is common, and I am ſure I 


3 
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have ſeen ſugh twenty Times ſince, for J can. 
* not live out of Company.” 1 
Notwithſtanding your infamous Behaviour to 
me, I yet did not perſecute you, but by ſaying 
in general you were an extreme wicked Man. 
There never was a Moment of my Life wherein I 
would not gladly have married Miſs $ ; there 
is nothing in this Life for which I now wiſh fo 
earneſtly. Would to God it could be: Till it 
can I muſt wait, I cannot ſay with Patience, for 
the Improbability makes me exquiſitely unhappy. 
On this Account had you complied with her Re. 
| pe in giving her ſuch a Releaſe as would ever after 
have prevented your diſturbing her, ſhe would, 
For the Sake of the other unhappy. injured Wo- 
man, and at my Requeſt, have been ſilent. 
Had you done this, I would have engaged her, 
and waited till your Death. This you refuſed, 
may, threatened to claim her as your Wife, be. 
ing deceived in thinking her on the Point of 
Marriage with me, In Ofzober I went to Town, 
Raid a Week, got all Proofs neceſſary, and re- 
turned. From September to March you might, 
by a ſimple Releaſe, at any Time have ſtopt my 
Proceedings. At that Time I came to Town, 
as did Mis S—— ſoon after: Tou were there 
already. Still you remained obſtinate, gather 
irreſolute. I did tot yet make the Matteg pub. 
lick, only told it to your very good Friend 

Lord D——:; At this Time a bare Releaſe 
would not have been a ſufficient Redreſs, © there- 
fore I propoſed your own Terms, which I knew 


7 to be your own; firſt, becauſe Miſs S—— told 


me they were; next, you by Letter declared 
them to be ſo; and, as - the ſtrongeſt Confirma- 
tion, in the Preſence of "Miſs $— —, Mr. F. 
, and myſelf, you acknowledged them 

, | (0 
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to be -ybur own. Yer you refuſed this too, and 
deſired 'a Meeting between ys two only, couch*d 
in ſuch dubious Terms to b©underſtogd as a De- 
ſire of treating, or a Proof of that great Heroiſm 
you ſo often boaſt of. Do you remember my 
Queſtion in Anſwer to this? Mr. C——, you and 9 
'F ſhould” be very clear in our Expreſſions. On 
what Account do you aſk to meet me alone? If 
really to ſettle Affairs, you know our Terms; we 
will comply with no other. If you aſk it on any 
other Account, ſpeak it freely. No Civilities 
will ever paſs between us; by G— none ſhall ever 
paſs from me to you, and I ſuppoſe as few from 
you to me. ——- After more Converſation we 
parted In one of your Letters fent in Town 
by Mr. F. $S— to his Siſter,” was this Expreſ- 
ſion, Quit the Villain Lee.“ Matters ſcemed 
in no Likelihood of being accommodated. In 
May I brought you my on Letter, poſitively 
declaring I would write to Mrs. . Ih 
your Anſwer was this Paragraph. I declared 
that Day, ever ſince, and do now, that when 
I I aſt dined with you at Coton, I meant not to 
:5 affront you; but as you have in this whole Af- 
fair, without Cauſe, Reaſon, or Advantage to 
your ſelf in any Shape or Manner, - ſeandalouſly 
© attempted my Ruin, Cc.“ Lou may deny 
| what you wills that Denial will indeed prove you 
| 4, ought not to have acted ſo, not that you did not. 
Mr. S — acknowledged to me pour Viſit was 
on that Account, nay your Behaviour in general 
ſettled before you came. You fay, that without 
Reaſon or Advantage, Sc. I have earneſty en- 
deavoured, and will ſtill endeavour, to redreſs 
Miſs S——s Injuries. Your former Actions 
have made thoſe Endeavours detrimental to you 5 
a4) | elle. 
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Leise the Afliſtance I give her would no more hurt 
you than the Queen of Spain. 

All was now publick, and every Thing ready 
for carrying on a Proſecution againſt you, which 
was deſigned, being begun before Mr. S 
left Town. For this Reaſon I wrote to Mrs. 
W——, yet put it in your Power to prevent my 
writing, which you might have done by making 

per Satisfaction. My Regard for the two in- 
jured Women induced me to make you acquaint- 
ed with my Deſign : This Deſign I executed, by 
ſending an Expreſs to Bibury. In that Letter 1 
have directly called vou Villain; ſuch I then 
thought you, and every Day has more ſtrongly 
confirmed that Opinion of mine to be juſt and 
true. I never ſpeak of you to any but as the 
worſt of Men; if I ſpeak falſely, acquit yourſelf 
as publickly as I accuſe you; if you do not, none 
will believe any Calumny you caſt upon me but 
Knaves and Fools: The bad e of ſuch is 
Praiſe, not Condemnation. | 

You. have frequently declared, that but for ; 
me Miſs S- would have ſeen you. I afſure 
you moſt ſolemnly I never prevented her; nay, 
at her Requeſt would at any Time have made 
the Appointment myſelf. When the two Bro- 
thers quitted London, you immediately came. 
We dined that Day at Mr. F.$——'s; to him 
you wrote a foghſh teens Letter, which affected 
Stile could not yet hide your Diſtreſs. F—-'s 
Right Arm was ſo bad be could not write, 

therefore I anſwered your Letter. The next 
Morning you ſent your Attorney to Miſs S—— 
to make a, new Propoſal, as he called it. She 
{ent for me: I heard with as much Patience as 
Contempt your new Scheme. He ſaid his Or- 


from * were, to tell Madam CJ (6 
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by your Direction he called Miß S——) that you 
had ſettled all Affairs with Mrs. and Mifg .; 
that you would part with the latter, and publick- 
ly own her; but begg'd ſhe would ſee you, and 
do all this amicably. After much Converſation 
of this Kind, not neceſſary to be repeated here, 
we diſmiſſed him. Every Thing I faid of you 
to him was true; what I ſaid was as bad as could 
be faid of Man, In the Afternoon this honeſt 
Attorney came again. We were at Ks 
Lodgings. He came on the fame new Scheme. 
After having talked a great deal, and finding it 
treated with Laughter only, he was piqued, and 
warmly, not wiſely faid, applying to me, Well 
Sir, ſo you are determined to profecute Mr. 
C—— for Bigamy; you cannot hurt him fo 
deeply as you imagined; he will be tried, per- 
haps convicted, but the Puniſhment is trifling, 
and the Conſequence will be, Madam 
muſt live with him; for you, Madam, you 
muſt not be ſurprized if To- morrow T come in 
Mr. 0s Name to claim you as his Wife. 1 
love to find out, if poſſible, the Deſign of every 
Man's Behaviour: I told him I thought Bigamy 
was a monſtrous Crime, and ſhould eſteem the 
Puniſhment inflicted by the Law in that Caſe as 
a glaring Mark of Infamy. He laughed, and 
ſaid it was trifling z rag that a Man could 
not eaſily be convicted; for he had once himſelf 
defended a Man that had ſeven Wives, I 
thought in Truth, that you had pitched. upon a 
very proper Man for your Purpoſe. Our Con- 
verlation was interrupted by your ſending for 
him, Hearing you were ſo near, I concluded 
you would attempt ſeeing us. To prevent it, 
we told Vitis, it you came we would treat you 
. N , a8 
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as you deſerved, by, turning pol out of the Houſe 


contemptibly. 

From this Time 1 heard not of you till my | 
Arrival in the Country, Soon after, on your 
coming to Sidbury, you ſent Tha. Child over to 


Miſs & at Bridgnorth, with the 3 
Order: © To my Grandaughter E. & 1 
1 © deſire you will deliver to my Grandſon C, 


or his Order, the Book wherein my Tenants 
Accounts are kept, and what Money you have 
of mine in your Hands, M. C. Tour own 
Order endorſed, To Mrs. E. $.—— I ü or- 
der you to deliver up to the Bearer, T. Child, all 
my Grandmother's' Books of Accounts, and 
© ſhould be obliged to you if you would likewiſe 
deliver to him my, Accounts of the Timber, 
Sc. that I may ſettle Accounts with him. 
© Yours, 7. E. C. I was at White's, and re- 
ceived the Meſſage; told him he ſhould not fee 
Mrs. E. , nor ſhould ſhe ſee the Order; 
neither ſhould any Accounts be delivered. I 
- wrote this Anſwer to you; When you have 

* Honeſty ſufficient, and your Grandmother Senſe 
© enough; to write a proper Order, the Ac- 
* counts may perhaps be given up, not by Miss 
48 but your villainouſly abuſed Wife. 
© Tho. Child: ſhall not ſpeak with her about this, 
or any other * nor will J let hor ke this, 
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Here you ſend your Order to Mars: E, 3 if ſhe is 
really ſo, why did you ſend Mr. Witts in London threat- 
ning to demand her as your Wife. Either ſhe is Miſs S—, - 
or Mrs. C ; if the latter, no Order to Miſs S is | 
good; if the former, why did you direct Mr. Vitis as he 
ated. To treat her as both muſt be wahr . N to "Xn 3 
* you have continually ated * 8 8 
| | 4 
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qu wrote not again to me, 19 h you ts] 
him you would. 55 wrote to 155 ro i 
an ey anſwered 'you, His laſt Anſwer to 
Wan þ, s of the 24th of September is fo full, that 1 
2 repeat nothing. you. have aid, but whac di- 
realy concerns me.” Theſe are your Words : 
* Am 1 to expect Meal from Lie, hose Letter 
my MO oy is almoſt one continued 
ye.” Again, But the Don Quixote Lee, 
; 95 has Gdvate the Hearts and enſlaved the 
n ©  Underſiandings of your whole Family, would 
net permit it, that he might 2 the Hero 
K* a moſt rifling Novel.“ 
my Letters to Mrs. 1. is one continued 
Lye achat, how e have T acted, in put- 
ting myſelf ſo abſglute EY into your Power ? and 
how Fa Ka wick 15 diſturbing the Peace 
Bo ip W-——% Family ? Fe. foo ar 
„convince the World blickly that 
ppm, 1 the Lay \ will puniſh ſwingin Bly 1 Mic 
te Ca. Fou Epi 1 have. Pee Truth, 
bar 0 e ame Time know, that to confeſs this 
would be confelſing yourſelf, what you. are; I do 
t wonder you avoid that. You ſtile me 
e if you would that your Ridicule f ſhoyld 
Wound deep, let it be juſt. I have endeavoured 
to relieve the Oppreſied, a Woman too, . that on 
Account of W n greater Need 


r 


th. — n 3 
» 1.4 - —— LIS eee 8 


- is Sil to a Letter, wherein he cotnplai of being 
ny alin to and gives. an ee he faw 
2 * 5 9 at Mr. Kies. | 
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What has your Generoſity and Heroiſm' ef- 
fected? Deceived a molt deſerving, good Wo- 
man, in the moſt baſe and ſcandalous Manner! 
Even at this Time you endeavour to leſſen your 
Infamv,' by reviling 1 you Have declared fre. 
quently, that ſhe was your Miſtreſs; that, to 
calm her Conſcience, you afterwards married her, 
and then with her Conſent married your preſent 
Wife: Every Tittle of which; except that ſhe is 


# 


your firſt Wife, is moſt, notoriouſly falſe ; and 


10 I will prove it to be. 


Thus, if you are believed, Miſs S——'s Cha- 
racter muſt appear infamous: Lou charge her 
with conſenting, to your Marriage with Miss 
., whom, by ſuch Conſent, ſhe muſt in- 
jure moſt vilely. She, is condemned. too for de- 
;ceiving me, in permitting my Addreſſes with an 
Intention of concealing ber Situation, 2 5. ſhe 
might marry me. I do not wonder that any 
Man, . believing; theſe Accufations true, abho 
her. Such; Schemes muſt make the Character of 
a Woman deteſtable. But if theſe Things are 
not in any, Degree. true, only rhe firſt Part caſt 
upon her by you. to eaſe yourſelf of a grievous 
Load, and the other the; Conſequence of that Ca- 
lumny, what Return can be made her ſpt ſuch 
bitter Sufferings ? Miſery and Iafamy undeſetved- 
ly. labouted. under, te with Pain ſupported by 
1 8 ſexereſt of Men: It. Is: more tare to find fach 
a ſtern Conſtancy in female Minds, one of whoſe 
very Perfections is Softricfs, directly contrary to 


this Severity. Miſs S never deceivecl me in 

any the minuteſt Inſtance, but acted as I have be- 
ſerupulous an Obſerver of Truth; doubtleſs there 
are many, but they have not come witfin my 
2 Knowledge. Your Paſſion is Avarice; you have 
* * exchanged 


L 53.5 
exchanged that Jewel for Money, to which no 
Sum is equivalent. If you had ever conſulted So. 
lomon, who was full as wiſe a Man as yourſelf, 
you would have heard, Ibo can find a virtuous 
Woman, for ber Price is above Rubies ;, ſhe otenetb 
ber Mouth with Wiſdom, and in ber Tongue is the, 
Law of Kindneſs, Such a Woman fell to your. 
Lot, whom you have moſt fooliſhly thrown away. . 
What you have in Exchange I ſuppoſe you thought 
would make you happier. Perhaps, Sir, your 
Aſperſions may have gained ſome Credit in your 
own Family; they may think it their Intereſt to 
believe them; there you have all Opportunity of 
ſpeaking for yourſelf, but you, ſhall not deceive 
the World. ll > hace (AR 
I here firmly promiſe, that ſo ſoon as the Af. 
fair between you and Miſs-S—— has been deter- 
mined in a Court of Law, I. will give the Puh. 
lick an exact and true Account of all your Schemes 
againſt her. I have already finiſhed what I now 
promiſe to give: My only Reaſon for not imme- 
diately publiſhing it is, that I mult prgduce ma- 
ny Letters and parole Evidences, which Prudence 
will not authorize. me to do *till they have ap- 
peared in a Court. In this whole Affair you 
ſhall find from me the ſtricteſt Juſtice, I ha | 
much rather you had never ſeen Miſs S, than 
ſee you ſuffer as you muſt do for the Injuries ſhe 
has ſuſtained. I am ſure I ſuffer deeply; it is not 
in your Power to redreſs my Wrongs, having de- 
prived me of a Woman for whom I would refign 
any Fortune or State the World could load me 
with, As a Man I would not injure you; as one 
that has ſo deeply oppreſſed the Woman I ſo much 
eſteem, I deteſt you; and as a publick Vialater 
of the moſt ſocial and facred Laws, my Duty to 


Mankind obliges me to bring you to Infamy and 
D's: -. Puniſh- 


1. 
Puniſhment: The firſt will prevent your doing 
more Miſchief, and the latter is a Debt to Soci- 
ety. Were I diſpoſed to feek your Ruin without 
any Advantage but an ill-judged - and criminal 
Gratification' to my ſelf, I could point out another 
Woman, Whomm „„ 4.4% 
ness s . 1d not mention his 
through III Nature to expoſe the Woman, ouly 
to ſhew that you ſuffer through Juſtice, not Re- 
venge. e ff | at 
However you are. pleaſed with your own 
Strength, and rely on the Weakneſs of your Ad- 
verſary, becauſe ſhe is a Woman, you will moſt 
certainly be deceived; Tf tbon fayeſt, Bebold, we 
knew it not, doth not be that —.— the Heurt con- 
ler it ? aud be that keepeth thy Soul, doth not be 
know it? and ſball not be rentler to every Man ac- 
cording is bis Works? ' © | 
Colon, Sbropſbire, $4 OS. 
s. 19, 1747. LANCELOT LEE. 


P. S. Mr. C never ſhall have any Let- 
ter from me unſigned ; nor ſhall I look upon any 
Thing anonymous as coming from him; fach be- 
wng to Nobody: They are like Aſſaſſins in a 
dark Night, wounding him they dare not attack 
I» the Light. an | 22 
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HE Reaſons you give in your Letter to 

me for publiſhing it in the Ceneral Evening 

Paſt are, leaſt the World ſhould think you noto- 


rioufly - blameable becauſe we ſpeak againſt each 
other in the moſt virulent Manner, to bring me 


to Infamy and Puniſhment, and to prevent my. 


doing any more Miſchief: Whether theſe are the 


true Ones, and how they will anſwer the ſeveral 


Ends propoſed, Time will beſt diſcover, 
What firſt paſſed. between Miß . $S—— and 
yourſelf in the year 1737, I knew not; I was in 
London : But this I knew, that you never ſpoke 
either to my Grandmother, od Mr. $—, 
Miſs S——, any of her Brothers, or me, that 
intended making Propoſals of Marriage 
ifs & then how could» we know'it'y ad 
ther could any Rudeneſs of my Grandmother to 
you make you conclude, that B S— and I 
were engaged with the Conſent of Friends: But 
my Grandmother was not rude to you; had you 


then defired marrying Miſs S——, you would 


have ſpoke to ſomebody, why not to me? if you 
thought we were engaged by the Conſent of 
Friends, would the Queſtion have been improper? 
muſt not I bave given you an Anſwer? Ia the 
Year 1740, when you heard I made my Addreſ- 
ſes to other Women, you * Betty & 2 
and my being engaged, was detertnined to 
— hv Addreſſes; how did you behave ; did 
ou either write, or viſit any one Branch of the 
Family for two Tears? | a el gain: 


I never 


1 
- 
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1 never heard before of your ſecing Mis 
— in Tondon in the Year 1742, tho? at that 
Time ſhe, Mr. G. , and myſelf, lived to- 
gether; neither do I believe he heard of it then. 
My Courtſhip of Miſs N. was no Secret 
at Bridenorth, or any where elſe; I believe all 
— e that knew me, knew of that; neither 15 

teve that my marrying of her aſtoniſhed y 

4 — it was in your power to prevent it, I never 
told Lord D— any idle Lies, or fooliſh and ri- 
diculous Stories of! you; neither did Mr. Gore, 
when he propoſed a Match to me, enquire whe- 
ther I was under any Engagements to my Couſin, 
nor did he, as I knew of, ſuſpect her ill Health 

roceeded from my i Behaviour, nor did J ever tell 
kim that it proceeded” from a Diſappointment 'ſhe 
met with from a young Fellow in Shropſhire ; how 
you can have the Impudence to fay ſo, is beyond 
my Comprehenſion, Did you ever ſee Mr Gore? 
To convince you (if poſſible) of your Falſity, ſee 
Mr. Gore's own Account of the Matter ſigned by 
himſelf,* | 
Tou till We you wanted to renew your 
Addreſſes, yet you remained a Year and half at 
Coton after my Grandmother*s Return without ever 
going to Sidbury, tho* my Couſin G.S—— was 
there molt of the Time; and as he came into the 
Country after you, I ſhould have thought Civility 
might have induced you to have viſited a Gentle- 
man that lived within three Miles of you; neither 
had you then come, but to beg a Favour of me, 
which 1 granted you. That your Stay there, or 


obs. Had I thought Mr. Creſwell was under any Engagements 
to his Couſin, I ſhould not have pro any to him. 
I never ſaw Mr..L— to my Knowledge, or had any ſuch Con- 
verſation with Mr. Creſwell as he relates ; 3 and much wonder 
at his printing ſuch a Falſehood. . Gord. 
any 
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any where elſe, from Coton, where you could have 
met with Company and Entertainment, was a- 
greeable to your Inclination I doubt not; there- 
fore you choſe in the midſt of Winter, thro? 
Roads not made for and ſeldom uſed with 
Wheels, to come in a Chaiſe, to render your 
going Home that Night impracticable, tho? you 
knew we had no Bed, deſigning to lay at Thomas 
Child's! as you told me; which you had done 
had not your Siſter left you her Bed, and laid 
in one of the Servant's, which neither I or Miſs 
$-—— ſhould: have had Hoſpitality enough to 
have aſked of her. This Renewal of | Acquain- 
tance, Feblruamy 1745, renewed: your Affection, 
did it? Vet you before ſaid in the Lear 1740. 
you doubted our being engaged, and was deter- 
mined to renew your Adreſſes., Do you expect 
I'ſhould believe you? Miſs $S——, when ſhe had 
the Meazles, on your telling her you deſigned 
marrying of her, ſaid I was an egregious Villain, 
and had abuſed her monſtrouſly; and you, like 
an boneft: Man, adviſed her to corteſpond with 
me as if ſhe was going to marry you, and to 
keep all my Letters. When I came to Sidbury 
ſne came to me as ſoon as ſhe could, notwith- 
ſtanding. your Endeavours to prevent it, and 
told me no more of your Courtſhip than ſhe had 
before done by Letter; tho! Mr. S—— did, for 
ve hall freely diſcourſed on the Subject before 
ſhe came home; and as you had never ſpoke to 
him or to his Siſter about Marriage, as ſhe had 
aſſured him, he liked not the Manner it was 
carried on in, your kiſſing and toying with her 
before all ſorts of Company, being alone with 
her in her Bedchamber Hours every Day, nay 
even when ſhe was in Bed, and her returning 
you Viſit for Viſit even without him, &c. 1 


appeal 
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ther fay, he told me hated you, and diſliked all 
Thoughts: of the Match, becauſe you was a 
Facobite, and for ſome Slights he fancied you 
had put upon him. I told him he was not to 
marry you; if his Siſter liked you, twas e- 
nough; that in point of Fortune you Was a 
great Match for her, and he ought to pro- 
mote it; but if ſhe did not like you, I ſhould 
adviſe her to break off directly; which after- 
wards, on her aſſuring me in the moſt poſitive 
Manner that ſhe did not, I did, and ſhe accord - 
ingly did break off; for the Truth of which I 
appeal to her, as I do: likewiſe to both of them, 
that: ſhe declared in a very grave Manner that 
vou had never propoſed Marriage to her, which 
I believe to be grue, and-it-it is fo, ſhe ſaid not 
the Things you relate ſhe did in the Meazles; ſhe 
pony been long enough acquainted with you to 


a twe that 1 drank Ki — Health 
at your Houſe: but do not that 1 
reyiled your God (as erpteſs yourſelf) be- 
aer kept Miſtreſſes. 

As to what you relate chat paſſed between 
you at Cytan, when ſhe came to you to break 
w I believe nothing of it; tho', as I was afraid 
of being made unhappy -thro* your Means,” I 
thould have been glad F ane of us had been to 
die, and the Lot to have bern determined by 
any equal Chance. Do Miſs . Juſtice 
you fay) and I will anſwer you in any Method 
'* as' deſperate as your Revenge can propoſe. 
; ®;F hover ak you for in an Facabite, having 


Whenever we diſcourſed on Politicks, &c. declazed you 
; thought of thoſe Things as I did. | 
Pray, 


Erb) 2 
Pray, Sir, explain yourſelf, and let me know. 
what you mean by doing Mis S—— Juſtice 
The Generoſity and Heroiſm mentioned in my 
Letter was, to the beſt of my Knowledge, 
the giving of Miſs S—— free Leave to act 
ſo as would make her moſt happy, notwith- 
ſtanding an Uneaſineſs it might give me, Ce. 
What Releaſe did ſhe ever deſire of me, · that 
I refuſed? Tis true, I refuſed giving her Sid- 
buy Eſtate to marry you with, that never ha- 
ving been 1 of mine, neither did I 
ever before Fred. acknowledge them to be ſo. 
»Tis true, I asked to meet you alone, which 
you refuſed,” leaſt we ſhould quarrel, ſaying, 
©'you are hot, and I am hot, we had better 
not ; and tho” you did ſwear, it was that 1 
ſhould be proſecuted. At this Conference, as 
you ſtiled it, Miſs S—— faid before Fred. and 
yourſelf that ſhe never told you of any Engage- 
ment ſhe had with me, but you diſcovered it, 
in about eight Weeks after ſhe had agreed to 
marry you, which you likewiſe aſſented to. 
Pray, Sir, what is the redreſſing Miſs S——; 
Injuries to you, any more than to the Queen 
of Spain? baiting your Quixotiſm? I could not 
revent your ſending to my Mother W———-, 
t by doing what would have given her more 
Pain. * f 
It does not concern me whether you pre- 
vented Mifs -S——— feeing me or not, I 
gave Mr. Witts no Orders for acting as you ſay - 
he did; what you faid of me to him, I neither 
know or care; nor is what paſſed in Converſa- 
tion between you of any Conſequence to me; 
I went to him about Buſineſs, told him caſually , 
that Miſs & would not ſee me; he fancied he 
could prevail with her 7 do it, deſired I _ 
| et 
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let him try, which I did, and told bim that lie 
might tell Miſs S—— that I could forgive; this 
was the utmoſt of my Commiſſion to him. L 
ſent the Order, and received. your. written Meſ. 
ſage as you relate it, but no verbal Meſſage 3 
Child told me that you ſaid, had I brought is 
myſelf you would have kicked my A—. As 
firſt | had Thoughts of going immediately ta 
Bridenorth, till I recollected I ſhould bring the 
g into ſome Difficulties on account of what. 
they had publickly given out; next I b 
to write to you, but was not ſure whether 
could juſtify it or not, for Words ſaid behind my 
Back: But as you have thought proper to own it 
as a Meſſage to me, I will conſider it as ſuch, and 
demand the Book of you the firſt Time I come 
into Shropſhire, You know your Letter to Mrs. 
W- is almoſt one continued Lye; what Bu- 
ſineſs you had to diſturb the Peace of my Mo- 
ther's Family, I know not. I ſuppoſe you are 
ſufficient of yourſelf, without any Afffance from 
me, to relieve the Oppreſſed, elſe you would not 
have undertaken it. My Generoſity and. Heroiſm 
have effected nothing not through any Fault of 
mine: I gave Miſs S free Leave to marry 
you, expected ſhe would have done fo, and why 
ſhe did not I can't tell. Tis eaſier to ſay I wilt 
prove a Thing, than to do it; Falſchoods. are 
impoſſible to be proved; I defy you; You beſt 
know whether ſhe deceived you or not; you 
ſay ſhe never did: I fay ſhe, before you and. her 
Brother Fred. told me ſhe had received four 
Letters“ from me after ſhe had agreed to marry, 
you, before you diſeoyered ſhe was: under any 
Engagements to me; that ſhe never told you 


I wrote once a Fortnight, 


ſhe 
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ſhe was, but you found it out, If ſhe did not 
lay ſo, 11 Fred. and ſhe deny it; ſo whether you 

Ine or ſhe lyed, I neither know or care; but as ; 

Eu ſhe is ſo ſcrupulous an Obſerver of Truth, 12 

ſuppoſe you will take it to yourſelf. Whether | 

you are a Man or not is of no Conſequence to me 

you hv in my Opinien injured. me, and have 

the Cauſe of much Uneaſineſs to the Woman 

you p retend to eſteem, much more than ever ſhe 

—_ have known had ſhe never ſeen you, nor, 


you pretended to redreſs her Wrongs, 
IO. ESCORT CRESWELIl. 
Pinknty, * o 
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